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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Speeches at the 13th Anniversary, ‘concluded from page 62.) 


The Rev. Dr. SremnxorFr, Foreign Secretary. 
** My Lord and Gentlemen, 

‘1 cannot help feeling ‘solicitude and pain when I recollect 
that, at the Thirteenth Anniversary; of this Institution, | am for the 
first time unaccompanied by my friend Mr. Owen; still | trusted 
that my other excellent colleague, Mr. Hughes, would have reliev- 
ed me from the necessity of appearing before you ; in this | have 
been disappo:nted, a violent cold preventing him trom speaking on 
this occasion. His importunity has- prevailed upon me to break 
the silence which it was my wish and purpose to maintain. 

‘< It would be unpardonable in me to detain you long ; but when 

I consider the consolation Mr. Owen will derive from the ‘kind 
sympathy excited here in his behalf, and the delight which has 
pervaded the assembly, it would not have been right in me to 
shrink back from expressing my feelings. I esteem it my greatest 
privilege to labour in this.cause; and though sometimes these 
hands have trembled, and this heart has failed, and many an ap- 
prehensive thought has crossed my mind, that soon this body might 
perhaps sink under the accumulation of burthens, yet to spend and 
be spent in such a service is, in miy account, the highest honour 
that can be bestowed upon mortal man. 

‘‘ It was the intention of the Saxon and Wiirtemberg Ambassa- 
dors to have attended this meeting, but they are prevented by in- 
disposition. 

“And now, my Lord’ and gentlemen, permit’ me to conclude. 
May it please Almighty. God long to;preserve this Society in that 
purity of design in which it has hitherto been conducted ; for it is 
my firm conviction that as long as we give the Bible, and the Bi- 
ble alone, in simplicity and godly sincerity, looking to God only, 
and to the salvation of immorta! souls, so long the blessing of the 
Most High, and the be nedictions of a grateful werld, will descend 
upon our undertaking.” 

Thanks to the Presbyteries in Scottand, Gla-gow, &c. were 
moved by the Bisnor of Croyne, Vice President, in the following 
manner : 

** My Lord and Gentlemen, 

‘* 1 shall detain you but a very few moments ; ; but I rise to sub- 
mit a resolution which has been put into my hands. You have 
been told, that, however we may differ in other respeots, we agree 
on the important point of spreading the Scriptures of God and his 
Christ over the world. I rise, therefore, as a Bishop of the lstab- 
lished Church, with gratitude, to make this motion The severe 
cold under which ! labour, will prevent my attempting to Go juetice 
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to it by any remarks which I might feel disposed to offer: nor 
would it be easy to do justice to it; for, not to mention what is 
due to the other parties concerned in it, if I were to name a body 
of persons who have assisted us most, it would be the Reverend 
Presbytery of Glasgow. But, situated asI am, I will not degrade 
it by my feeble and individual praise, but move, that the thanks 
of this Meeting be given to the Reverend the Presbytery of Glas- 
gow, for the continuance of their Jiberal annual collections on be- 
half of this Society, and also to the several Ministers and Congre- 
gations generally, for their respective contributions and exertions, 
as well as to those friends who have enriched the Library with 
copies of the Holy Scriptures, and other valuable books, in various 
languages.” 
he Rey. Joun Paterson, from St. Petersburg. 
‘* My Lord and Gentlemen, 

‘“‘ Tbree years have elapsed, since, in company with my friend, 
Mr. Pinkerton, I had an opportunity of attending one of the An- 
niversaries of the British and Foreign Bible Society. Since that 
time, as your Lordship knows, we have been employed in pro- 
moting the cause of the Society on the continent of Europe, and 
particularly in the extensive empire of kussia. What we then 
stated, as to the progress of the cause in the north, seemed to 
awaken universal attention ; but the work was then only in its 
commencement. The foundation had, indeed, been successfully 
laid, and such advances had been made, as to excite the warmest 
hopes, as to the future grandeur and glory of the rising superstruc- 
ture. But its progress since that period far exceeds our most 
sanguine expectations. Encouraged and assisted by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society ; patronized and supported by the great 
and good Alexander of Russia ; under the direction of our excel- 
lent and pious President and Vice-Presidents, with their co-adju- 
tors ; and, above all, under the blessing of divine Providence, the 
whole building, fitly framed together, groweth unto a holy temple 
in the Lord. In proof of what I assert, I meed only refer to the 
Report of this day, and to the facts which it contains—facts which 
must fill every heart with gratitude, and every mouth with praise ; 
and which, while they inspire every individual, who has been in- 
strumental in carrying on this great work, from the Emperor on the 
throne to the humblest contributor, with holy admiration, wilh 
compel them to exclaim, ‘ Not unto us, O Lord, but unto thy 
name be the glory.’ | 

** My Lord, the lateness of the hour forbids me to enter on a 
detailed account of the proceedings of the Society in the north of 
Europe ; | would only beg leave to observe, that the progress we 
have made, has tended to convince us, more than ever, of the great 
want of the Scriptures which exists in Denmark, in Sweden, in 
Finland, and in Russia ; and the very means which we have used 


to supply that want, have led to new discoveries of it, and con- 
vinced us that the real extent of the evil is even yet but imperfect- 
ly known. Ona moderate calculation, not fewer than Fifteen 
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Millions of copies of the Scriptures will be required, before every 
family in the north of Europe is furnished with one copy of the 
divine volume ; and, after this statement, can it any longer be 
doubted, whether Bible Societies were necessary, or whether any 
other plan could have been devised to meet the exigency of the 
case ? 

“< It is gratifying to be able to assert, that the desire to possess 
the Scriptures in the north of Europe, grows exceedingly. Pre- 
viously to the institution of Bible Societies, this desire was, in a 
manner, dormant ; 2000 copies were sufficient to supply the annual 
demand for the Scriptures ; now 200,00 copies would not suffice. 

‘«« We began our career at St. Petersburg. by giving notice, in 
the public papers, when we had Bibles to sell; but the effect of 
those advertisements was, bringing together such a crowd, that it 
was almost impossible to proceed with the business of the Deposi- 
tory ; we have, therefore, been forced to employ secrecy, as our 
best and safest policy. But, though this shields us from the pres- 
sure of the crowd, it does not save us from the most urgent, and, 
sometimes, clamorous demands, made alike by the noble and the 
peasant ; and, when all other arguments fail, they not unfrequently 
threaten to complain of us to the Emperor, justly alleging, that it 
is his gracious will that we should furnish them with copies of the 
Scriptures, and falsely imagining, that it is from unwillingness, not 
inability, that we fail to execute his wishes. It is not less grati- 
fying to witness their joy on obtaining the ‘ pearl of great price,” 
than it is painful to observe their grief on meeting with a disap- 
pointment. 

‘“< It would perhaps be too much to say, that all these effects are 
to be ascribed to the operation of Bible Societies. Certain, how- 
ever, it is, that they have been employed as the chief instruments 
in producing them. ‘T’o do justice to the subject, we must trace 
the influence, whose effects we are describing, to a higher source, 
even to the God of the Bible, who will have all men to be saved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth. As has been justly stated 
in the Report, the disposition to meet these numerous wants, is 
fully adequate to its magnitude.—If funds are wanted, the people 
offer willingly. Russian peasants have, of their own accord, come 
forward, and contributed, in full proportion to their circumstances 
and means. Bible Societies are forming in every part of the Em- 
pire ; and they are literally doing prodigies. The Society at 
Cronstadt goes on ‘ from strength to strength ;” and it is worthy of 
observation, that this Society, which is chiefly composed of naval 
men, has engaged two. other naval stations to co-operate with it in 
the execution of its work. Nor is the Russian army less zealous 
than the navy, in this labour of love. ‘The Society at Moghiley, 
the head quarters of the Russian army at present, and which is 
patronized by Prince Barclay de Tolly, bas, in the cotirse of a few 
months, sent to the parent Socicty no less a sum than 17,000 rubles. 

“ The brave Don Cossacks, who are always foremost in the 
ranks, when allowed to follow the bias of their own minds, are 
occupied in organizing a Society for their district, and have, in 
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"he meantime, contributed not less than 10,000 rubles to the coni- 
mon fund. 

** But, my Lord, it is impossible, in alluding to this part of my 
subject, not to mention the liberality of that most benevolent Mo- 
narch, the Emperor of Russia, and what he has done for the ad- 
vancement of the Russian ible Society. In addition to his annual 
subscription of 10,000 rubles, he has, during the last year, given 
the Society 30,000 rubles, besides a magnificent house, and a por- 
tion of land taken from the Imperial gardens: and he has declared, 
that, if money or hands are wanting to carry on the great objects 
of the Society, he will furnish both. The exertions which are 
making in every country of the north, in order to meet the vast and 
increasing demands for copies of the Scriptures, are in proportion 
to the means they possess. Your time will not permit me to ex- 
patiate on this interesting part of the subject ; allow me, therefore, - 
merely to state, that the Kussian Bible Society will, in the next 
month, have finished editions of the Scriptyres in sixteen different 
languages: they are preparing them in two more ; and when these 
are completed, they will have copies of the word of God to distri- 
bute in twenty-nine different languages. The measures at present 
taking to carry on this part of the work at St. Petersburg, are such 
as will enable the Society to print more than 100,000 copies of the 
sacred volume annually. These copies will be distributed over 
an immense tract of country, to men of almost every nation, and 
religious denomination. Christians and Jews, Mabometans and 
Pagans, friends and foes, are alike the objects of this Godlike cha- 
rity ; and it is interesting to know, that the Greeks, inhabiting the 
shores of the Black Sea and the Grecian Islands, have received. 
from the Russian Society this heavenly boon. ‘The inhabitants of 
Mount Ararat have been blessed with the ark of the new covenant, 
the sacred deposit of the perfect law of liberty, and which teaches 
them, instead of paying a superstitious veneration to the supposed 
relics 6f Noah's ark, to adore Him of whoin that ark was only a 
figure. The word of the Lord, which has gone out from St Peters-' 
burg, has entered Persia: it has reached to Ispahan and Shiraz ; 
and, by means of its exertions, the immortal Martyn, though now 
dead, yet continues to preach the truths of the Gospel in that in-’ 
teresting country. The light of Divine Revelation is risingon Bu- 
charest: and the New Testament is now read in that city in which 
the faithful Abdallah suffered martyrdom for his adherence to the 
truth it contains. Means are also using to effect an introduction 
of the word of eternal life into the populous Empire of China ; and, 
it is hoped, that, ina few years, a highway will be opened through. 
Siberia into Chinese ‘Tartary ; and the Scriptures have free course 
from Irkutsk to Pekin. 

** Thus, the Russian Bible Society is lengthening her cords, and 
strengthening her stakes; she is breaking forth on the right hand 
and onthe left; she prescribes no bounds to her exertions. _ Sit- 
ting as a queen in the midst of nations. she diffuses the blessings of 
revelation to all around her. If you ask to what this success is 
attributable, f have no-hesitation in saying, it is owing to the two’ 
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great fundamental principles of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety—the distribution of the Scriptures without note or comment, 
and the admission of persons of all religious denominations, to a 
participation of its privileges and its labours, .Wherever these 
principles have been adhered to, the Bible Society has prospered ; 
where they have been deviated from in any degree, there the cause 
has languished, and has continued to languish till there was.a re- 
turn to those principles Built upon this foundation, the Bible 
Society is breaking down every wall of partition :—it is cementing 
Christians of all denominations in unity and concord :—it is diffus- 
ing amity and love even between hostile nations :—it is teaching 
men that they are brethren, children of one Father; that they are 
partakers of the same privileges, and heirs of the same immortali- 
ty. Ina word, its line is gone forth to all the earth, and its words 
to the end of the world: ‘ Proclaiming, Glory to God in the high- 
est, on earth peace, and good will towards men.’ ”’ 

The Right Honourable the President having left the Chair, a 
Resolution of Thanks for his Lordship’s able conduct on the pre- 
sent occasion, was moved by the Right Hon. Admiral Lord Gan- 
BIER, Vice-President, and seconded by the Rev. Danizt Wixson, 
late Vice-Principal of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford. 

Lorp GamBIER. 

** My Lord and Gentlemen, 

‘¢ In moving a vote of thanks to your excellent President, I can- 
not but say, that, amidst all the proceedings of this Meeting, none 
has given me more real pleasure, than the interesting anecdote 
related by an Honourable Gentleman respecting his little child. 
It reminded me of those words of the Psalmist, ‘ Out of the mouth 
of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise.’ 1 will not sa 
more at this late hour. I cheerfully make the motion which | have 
read to you.” 

The Rev. Dantex Witson. 

** My Lord and Gentlemen, 

** I trust | may just be allowed to say, at the close of this Meet- 
ing, what I am sure we all feel, that it has yielded to no preceding 
one in the interesting information afforded from so many parts of 
the world, and in the deep emotions which that information bas 
excited. Except in the affecting circumstance of the illness of the 
Rev. John Owen, whose absence I have endeavoured so inade- 
quately to supply, the day has been one of unmingled delight and 
triumph. In seconding the vote of thanks to our noble President, 
I am persuaded I may safely say, that every person in this assem- 
bly will consider himself pledged by it to new and redoubled 
efforts in this great cause ; in proportion as the demands for the 
Holy Scriptures from every quarter of the earth are more and more 
importunate, and as the opportunities afforded us by the divine 
goodness for meeting them, become, as we have been hearing, 
more numerous and inviting.” 

The motion of Thanks was carried by acclamation ; and, after 
a few words of acknowledgment from the Right Honourable the 
President, the Meeting was dissolved. 
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE FROM SOUTH AFRICA, 
(continued from page 44.) 
Journies to Lattakoo. 

On the 7th of February, 181ti, Messrs Evans, Hamilton, and 
Corner, accompanied by Captain A. Kok, Hendrick, Kruisman, 
Masson, and G. Kok, left Griqua Town ; and, aiter a journey of 
eight days, reached Lattakoo; where, after several conferences 
with Mateebe, the King, it appeared that the Chiefs, in general, 
were opposed to their residence among them, especially for the 
purpose of giving instruction, and the Missionaries found them- 
selves obliged to depart. 

Extremely unwilling to give up the people of Lattakoo, the bre- 
thren resolved to make a second attempt, With some difficulty 
having prevailed on a sufficient number of persons to accompeny 


them, they set off again on the 13th of August, and reaches! ‘he 
city in safety ; but they had the mortification to find that tic «ing 
was gone fram home, with a large party of men, professediy lor 
the purpose of hunting, and was not expected to return jor a 
month ; until which time nothing could be determined. | be 


people received them but coldly, and not having a sufhicient stock 
of provisions to enable them to continue until the king’s rejurn, 
they were under the painful necessity of retracing their steps ta 
Griqua Lown. 

On the 18th of that month, Mr. Read, after a toilsome journey 
from Bethelsdrop, accompanied by nearly thirty af his congre za- 
tion, and having paid visits first to the friends at Graaff Reinet, 
and afterwards to the new Settlement among the Bushmen, arriv- 
ed at Griqua Town, intending shortly to proceed to Lattakoo, ta 
use his influence with the King to receive the Missionaries ; or, 
if that should fail, to form a Settlement among the Bootsuannas at 
the Krooman Kiver, situated about two or three days’ journey 
south of Lattakoo—a spot which the King himself had pointed out 
to the brethren on the first visit above mentioned, and to their re- 
siding at which, in order to trade with his people, he had no ob- 
jection. What reception Mr. Read and his company have met 
with, we have not yet heard. ~ 

But it may be proper to state Mr. Anderson’s sentiments con- 
cerning this Station. ‘I am not,” he says, * Ciscouraged, as te 
my hopes. I am glad that Brother Read is determined to give it 
a fair trial; and 4 think that the manner in which he intends ta 
proceed bids fair for success. The object may seem small to some, 
but to me it appears one of the most important that the Society has 
undertaken. Should that door be opened, what a field presents 
itself to yiew! Many, many thousands by their miseries, cry for 
the success of the Lattakoo Mission.” 

Bethany. 
(Formerly called Kip Fountain.) 

It will be recollected that Mr. Schmelen, when on his return 
from a journey to explore the Damara Country, was constrained 
by the natives at this place to abide with them as their teacher. 











Missionary Stations in South Africa. 71 


it was observed, in the last Report, that he had commenced 2 
School, which goon contained 140 children; that a general con- 
cern about religion pervaded the inhabitants; and that be had 
baptized twenty persous, on a credible profession of their faith. 

The journal of Mr. S. for the year 1815 was long detained : 
from that document we learn that he had baptized sixty -five adults, 
beside forty children. In a letter of later date, he says, ‘‘ There 
is a sincere desire among the Namaquas to be instructed in the 
way of salvation. The people called ‘ Field-Shoe Wearers’ are 
in my neighbourhood : the Chief and several of his people have 
removed to Bethany. Several other tribes of the Namaquas, and 
small kralls of the Damaras, from time to time frequent our meet- 
ings. I am well acquainted with the Chiefs of the Namaquas ; 
and believe that Missionaries might enter into a very large field of 
usefulness, to preach to them the Gospel of Christ. God has open- 
ed a wide door, and prepares the hearts of many to receive the 
word with gladness.” 

Peace Mountain. 
(Formerly known by the name of Africaner’s Krall.) 

Letters from Mr bner give a very interesting account of his 
success at this place. It is impossible, he says, to describe what 
he has witnessed. especially at some meetings held about Whit- 
suntide, 1816. <* 1 find,” he says, “ by constant experience, that 
nothing so much affects the hearts of my hearers, as speaking to 
them of the dying love of Christ to sinners. The visible effects 
of such preaching resemble those at Bethelsdorp a few years ago, 
the relation of which would, by seme persons, be scarcely credit- 
ed; but,” be adds, “* it would gladden the hearts of the Direc- 
tors, could they see and hear how these poor people pour forth 
their hearts in prayer. I may say of them with our Saviour, 
Where muck is forgiven they love much: and with St. Paul, Where 
sin abounded, grace doth much more abound.” 

Mr. Ebner has enjoyed the high gratification of baptizing Arri- 
cANEK—the man who was once the terror of the whole country, 
and the unhappy instrument of dispersing the settlement at Warm 
‘Bath ;. but now the lion appears to be transformed into a lamb, and 
he warmly espouses that faith which he once opposed and perse- 
cuted. 

The peace, and almost the existence, of the Settlement, was at 
one time threatened, by the conduct ef a person of influence be- 
longing to this place ; who not only himself refused to attend the 
word, but prevented others from attending. Mr. Ebner, after 
praying, together with his friends, for preservation and success, 
ventured to pay a visit to this formidable adversary, then in the 
neighbourhood ; who, after conversation with him, and hearing 
the word, was softened down, and from a furious enemy became a 
kind friend. 

The people of the Settlement are about 200 in number, of whom 
about fifty attended the daily worship; about thirty attended the 
School; and sixteen adults (beside twelve children) have beep 
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baptized. The converted natives, happy in the knowledge and 
love of Christ, thus express themselves :—‘* In Jesus we find all 
our life, comfort, joy, peace, and happiness. Without Jesus we 
cannot live. Were we to be again without him, we should lose 
our immortal souls There is no refuge, nor help, nor rest, nor 
salvation, but in our gracious Redeemer.”’ Such are the heavenly 
breathings of these poor Corannas, who were a few years ago mis- 
erable savages, without God, without hope, and without comfort 
in the world! 

Mr. Bartlett and Mr. Marquard are gone to labour in the Nama- 
qua Country. Mr. B, coming to a krall of Namaquas, was for- 
cibly detained : the people would not suffer him to depart till he 
had instructed them in the way of Salvation: some of them, it is 
said, laid themselves down in the road before him, to prevent his 
departure. 

MALTA. 

Mr. Lowndes, with his wife and infant son, arrived at Malta on 
the 6th of November. He will continue there for a time, in order 
to learn Italian, which is much spoken in the lonian Isies, to which 
he is going ; and to perfect himself in Modern Greek, to which 
he paid attention before he left England. 

CANADA 

From the Brethren sent out to Canada, and who were to receive 
assistance from the Society only until they could be supported by 
their congregations, we have received little information during the 
last year. Mr. Spratt continues at uebec, Mr. Smart at Eliza- 
beth Town, but Mr. Cox has removed from John’s Town. 

Mr. Sabine, from England, having settled at St John’s, New- 
foundland, Mr. Hyde, who was there as a temporary supply, has 


returned home 


The Directors have afforded some assistance to the Rev. William 
M‘Killican, from Scotland, who went over in the course of last 
summer to Upper Canada, and who has settled at Green Island, 
where he preaches, in Gaelic, to the Highlanders, who were des- 
titute of the means of grace. Great numbers of these emigrants 
have settled in that country. ‘Ihe Society has sent out to them 
a large quantity of books and tracts, in their own tongue. 

WEST INDIES. 
TRINIDAD. 

Mr. Adam is pretty well attended, especially by people of co- 
lour and negroes. Several of the planters in the country have 
expressed a desire that their negroes may be instructed, and have 
promised to contribute to the support of a teacher. 

DEMEKARY 

The Directors have at length been enabled to send to Le Re- 
souvenir, Mr. Smith, who had for some time been under the care of 
the Rev. Mr. Newton, of Witham. They indulge the bope that 


he will be the instrument of re-collecting and establishing the 
scattered congregation tormerly under the ministry of Mr. Wray. 
Mr. Davies and Mr, Elliott are both at George Town. Mr. 
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Davies continues to preach to a number of negroes, both of the 
town and country. Mr. Elliott gives an encouraging account of 
the attendance of the negroes on his ministry, especially in the 
country ; and that many of them hold prayer-meetings among 
themselves, greatly to their edification. 

BERBICE. 

Mr. Wray writes, that he hopes good is doing among the people. 
The place of worship is filled on a Sunday evening, with people of 
all colours, who now behave well; but many of the negroes are 
forbidden to attend, and threatened to be flogged if they do; and 
the Testaments and Hymn books have been taken away from the 
children. The pretext for this severity is the disturbance that took 
place at Barbadoes, which was falsely ascribed to the Missionaries, 
as has been unquestionably ascertained. About half the Crown 
negroes have been restored to the Dutch : many belonged to those 
estates in which there was the greatest attention to instruction. 
This change has been very injurious to the cause of religion among 
them: for although the gentlemen in Holland, to whom those es- 
tates belong, may wish that the same plan of instruction and melio- 
ration which had been commenced should be continued, some of 
the inferior managers do all in their power-.to prevent, their im- 
provement, and ascribe the mischiels that have happened, to the 
zeal of the Missionaries, and to the religion of the slaves. 

DD oe 
Correspondence between the Massachusetts Peace Society and the 
Emperor of Russia, and Prince Galitzin. 
FROM TIE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY TO THE EMPEROR. 
Bricnron, (near Boston,) April 9, 1817. | 

Sir,—The friendly disposition which you have manifested in 
favour of the Christian religion and the peace of the world, has 
encouraged this address. The very week in which the Holy 
League of the three sovereigns was officially announced in Russia, 
a society was formed in Boston, by the name of ‘* the Massachu- 
setts Peace Society,” the object of which is to disseminate the very 
principles avowed in the wonderful alliance, and to do whatever 
may lawfully be done to prevent the recurrence of war, and te 
promote peace on earth, and good will among men. 

i take the liberty to present a copy of all the publications which 
have been circulated by the society. From these you may obtain 
information of the state of the society, the number of its members 
at the close of the first year, and its prospects. The first Annual 
Report, and the list of officers and members, are contained in the 
seventh number of the Friend of Peace. Many members have 
since been added—a new society has since been formed in the 
State of New-York At least four Peace Societies have been or- 
ganized in the United States,—others are about forming. Besides 
these, we have in our country nearly one thousand congregations 
of Friends or Quakers, which we regard as so many Peace Socie- 
Mes by profession and practice. 


The pamphlets your Majesty will be pleased to accept, as a 
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token of the veneration and esteem in which your character is held 
by the friends of peace in this country. 
In behalf of the Massachusetts Peace Society, 
NOAH WORCESTER, Cor. Sec. 


His Majesty, ALexanper, Emperor of all the Russias. 


THE EMPEROR'S ANSWER. 

Str,—Your letter in behalf of the Massachusetts Peace Society, 
with the books accompanying it, were received. The object which 
this philanthropic institation has in view, the dissemination of the 
principles of peace and amity among men, meets with my cordial 
approbation. My endeavours to promote peace and good will 
among the nations are already known ; and the power and influ- 
ence which Almighty God has committed to me, shall ever be em- 
ployed, | trust, in striving to secure to the nations the blessings of 
that peace which they now enjoy. 

Considering the object of your society, the promotion of peace 
among mankind, as one so eminently congenial to the spirit of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, | have judged it proper to express these 
my sentiments respecting your Jabours, in answer to your commu- 
nication to me on this subject. ALEXANDER. 

To Rev. Noan Worcester, Secr’y of M. P. S. 

St. Petersburgh, July 4, 1817. 
LETTER TO PRANCE GALITZIN. 
Kricuron, (near Boston,) April 9, 1817. 

Sin,—Your name is known and revered in America as the Pre- 
sident of the Russian Bible Seciety. The confidence which your 
excellent official letters have imspired, induces me to send for your 

erusal all the publications which bave been circulated by the 
Massachusetts Peace Society. Similar copies will accompany 


‘these for your worthy Emperor. The noble ground which he has 


taken in the Holy League, has greatly encouraged the hearts of 
the friends of peace in this country As the pamphlets will give 
you information of the prospects of the Peace Society, I shall only 
express the hope which is entertained, that your name will be 
enrolled among the avowed friends of peace, and there shine with 
as great lustre as it has done among the Presidents of National 
Bible Societies. 

NOAH WORCESTER, Cor. Sec. M. P.S. 
His Excel. Prince ALExanDeR GaLirZzin. 

ANSWER OF PRINCE GALLITZIN. 

Sir,—I received your letter of the 9th April, with the numbers 
of the Friend of Peace accompanying it, by the hands of Mr. Par- 
sons ; for which I return you my hearty thanks. The object which 
your society has in view, is of great importance to the well-being 
and happiness of the human race. Indeed it seems to me to be 
almost the same as that of Bible Societies : for it is only in propor- 
tion as the divine and peaceable principles of the Gospel of Jesus 
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Christ prevail in the hearts of men, that lasting and universal peace 
can be expected. A blessed period is promised in the word of 
God, when men shall learn the art of war no more. This period 
I understand to be the same as that in which it is prophesied that 
all meu shall know the Lord, even from the least unto the greatest, 
and that the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord. 
These latter promises seem to be daily tuifilling in every quarter 
of the world, by the exertion of Bible and other Christian Socie- 
fies, to disseminate among men the saving and pacific principles of 
Jesus Christ. They are preparing the way for your society’s 
gaining its object—peace— universal peace—when men shall learn 
the artof warnomore Most earnestly praying for every blessing 
to accompany your labour, in promoting peace on earth and good 
will among men, | shall reckon it a peculiar honour to be among 
the members of such a humane sociéty, 
1 remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
PRiNCE ALEX. GALITZIN, 

To Rev. Noan Worcester, Sec. M. P. S. 

St. Petersburgh, July 4; 1817. 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Massachusetts Peace Socie- 
ty, Sept. 25, the foregoing correspondence was communicated, and 
by them ordered to be published. 
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JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 


Memoir of T'nomas Jacoss, who died at Thatcham, Berks, (Eng.) 
June 27th, 1816, aged 19 years. 


Of all the doctrines of the Gospel, there is none opposed with 
more violence and subtilty than that of regeneration by the pow- 
erlul operation of the Holy Spirit, so there is scarcely any person 
more despised in the world, than he who professes his experience 
of it, or declares the time and manner in which it was wrought 
upon himself. Even the mention of this sublime doctrine is be- 
come a yeproach among some who call themselves Christians ; but 
they are those, and those only, who disregard the positive declara- 
tion of the blessed Saviour unto Nicodemus, ‘+ Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, ye must be born again. The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou heareth the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh and whither it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit.” 

In giving an account of the work of grace, the delightful effects 
of which were very visible in the conduct of the departed youth, 
it is not merely intended to do honour to a deceased friend, who 
is now alike indifferent to the praise or censure of mortals; but 
with a hope that some individual may be benefitted by his expe- 
rience, and that the grace of Go may thus be magnified in him. 

It appears that the mind of this youth was first particularly im- 
pressed with divine truths, some time in June, 1814; at which 
time, and previously, he attended upon the preaching of the Gos- 
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pel, at Castle-street Chapel, Reading, while under the care and 
tuition of Mr. Dyer, who was a constant attendant at that place 
of worship; and, according to his own statement, a sermon 
preached from the first chapter of Proverbs and 10th verse, ‘* My 
son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not,’ proved a great 
blessing to him. It operated as a salutary check whenever any 
of his school-fellows were disposed to tempt him to sin, for these 
words would impress his mind with irresistible energy, ‘* My son, 
consent thou not.” From this time he was often much distressed 
on account of sin; he perceived its evil tendency, and felt how 
deeply the festering malady was rooted in his heart: on these ac- 
counts he was much engaged in reading the Holy Scriptures, 
which, under the influence of the Holy Spirit’s teaching, reveal- 


‘ed to him the Fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness, and 


also the illustrious Friend of sinners, whose hand alone adminis- 
ters that healing medicine which infallibly cures the plague of the 


_ heart ; to that sacred fount he applied by faith, and soon found 


by sweet experience that the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all 
sin, and that joy and peace in the Holy Ghost are connected with 
believing in Jesus. 

The xlv chapter of Isaiah, 22 verse, ‘* Look unto me and be 
ye saved all the ends of the earth, for I am God and there is none 
élse,”’ afforded him much encouragement, and he took great com- 
fort from John vi chapter and 37 verse, ‘* And him that cometh un- 
to me [ willin no wise cast out.’ They were portions of Sacred 
Writ, on which he used to meditate with peculiar delight; he was 
much in prayer with God, and his acquaintance with divine truths 
progressively improved. Christ and his cross constituted his chief 
theme. While the deceased was under Mr. Dyer’s care, the lat- 
ter often expressed the satisfaction he received from the steady 
and exemplary conduct of young Jacobs, who had become a very 
serious youth, and promised to produce a source of consolation to 
his friends. A near relative, on receiving 30 favourable an account, 
was very anxious when he left school to get him placed in a reli- 
gious family, lest the tender plant which bad put forth so beauti- 
ful a flower should perish by the rude storms of temptation, with- 
out producing the divine fruit, a fatal circumstance which the 
friends of religious youth have too often had occasion to deplore. 
The Lord soon granted her request, as the Rev. Mr. Harper, a dis- 
senting minister near London, procured for him a situation as usher 
in a boarding school, at Stockwell, Surry, kept by Mr. Ford, a 
truly pious man, which he entered upon in January, 1315. During 
the preceding Christmas recess, the deceased resided with his re- 
lation and another kind friend, who had repeated opportunities of 
conversing with him, and they were greatly delighted by what 
they saw and heard in his walk and conversation ; his habitual se- 
riousness appeared so striking, that they could almost persuade 
themselves that he had known the good ways of God for many years. 

It was evident that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ had worked 
an effectual and permanent change in the heart of this young man ; 
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a change so manifest and remarkable as to constrain all who ob- 
served it tosay, ‘* Whathath God wrought!” “* This is the Lord’s 
doing and it is marvellous in our eyes.” The dear youth was 
however at this time the subject of heavy afflictions ; but he dis- 
covered much patience and resignation to the will of his heavenly 
Father. 

While he was with Mr. Ford, he gave great satisfaction ; and 
Mr Ford has since spoken highly of him to Mr. Harper, particu- 
larly noticing his piety and earnest desire to do good to the souls 
of others ; he would often take one or two of the little boys into 
his room and pray with them! The letters he wrote to his mother 
shew the state of his mind, and his concern about the one thing 
needful. When he was at [hatcham athis mother’s house in June, 
1815, he established the important but teo much neglected duty of 
family prayer. Nothing further occurred of a remarkable nature, 
unt:] the commencement of bis affliction, which recently termina- 
ted the mortal course of this young servant of Christ—an affliction 
which, from his own account, he felt coming upon him four months 
before he left London. 

The nature of his complaint, the violence of his pains, and the 
extreme state of debility into which he was brought, were known 
and observed by many, as well as by the writer, with grief mingled 
with admiration and thanksgiving to Almighty God, who has or- 
dained for his own glory praise out of thé mouths of babes and 
sucklings. During the leng period of his illness, which lasted 
more than six months, up to the very hour of his peaceful dismissal, 
his soul was constantly enlivened with such joyful anticipations 
of approaching felicity, that the dispensation could scarcely at 
times be deemed afflictive. Frequently did he declare to his 
friends that his joys were far greater than he could express. On 
some occasions he appeared as one who had already put off his ta- 
bernacle of clay. and entered into the joy of his Lord ; oftentimes 
he would break forth into grateful acknowledgments of the eternal 
Jove of God and the boundless compassion of the Saviour. He 
would frequently say, with an energy which formed a striking 
contrast to the infirmity of his exhausted frame, ‘* | know in whom 
l have believed ;” ‘* He will never leave me nor forsake me ;” “ [ 
shall depart and be with Christ, which is far better ;” ‘* for though 
the earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, I have a build- 
ing of God not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” , 

Although the frame of his mind was, upon the whole, calm and 
tranquil throughout his illness, yet he was not entirely divested of 
doubts and fears concerning his interest in Jesus; and these pro- 
bably might be the effect of his extreme bodily pains, as towards 
the close of his painful conflict he maintained a firm confidence in 
the Saviour. 

The zeal which animated his breast for the glory of God was 
manifested by the manner in which he exerted himself to converse 
with those who visited him, and particularly with young persons. 
When only his mother was with him, he would say—Now, my 
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dear mother, let us pray a little together. She would reply—My 
dear, you are too ill: he would answer—lI am ill, but the Lord 
will help me. On Sabbath afternoon, May 26, he was ina de- 
lightful frame of mind, and observed that the Saviour was particu- 
larly precious to his soul, and that he could read his title clear to 
heaven, and mansions inthe skies. inthis happy state he con- 
tinued till the Thursday following, when he was in the greatest 
ecstacy afd joy, declaring he could net express the pleasure he 
felt. He said it was Christ in him the hope of glory who enabled 
him to speak by the sacred dictates of the Holy Spirit. O how 
greatly was this amiable youth privileged in the last days of his 
earthly career; asthe shades of mortality were vanishing away, 
the dawn of an immortal day gradually burst upon his rapturous 
view; and sometimes he appeared as one who was com- 
letely absorbed amidst the glories of the celestial state! 
bn the 29th he was thought to be on the point of death; and, 
on observing his mother and sister weep, he said, Don’t make me 
uneasy, my dear friends, for now I amhappy. He then expressed 
himself with energy thus, ‘* Come Lord Jesus, and come quickly !”’ 
Oh, how I long for thine appearance ! On the 30th he again beg- 
ged his friends not to weep for him, saying, he should soon be in 
glory, and the conflict wou!d then be over. He then sung a verse 
of ‘* Begone unbelief, my Saviour is near;” and ended with 
** Shortly, shortly, I shall be in glory!” The 6th and ‘4th chap- 
ters of John, and the 12th of Hebrews, with the 21st chapter of 
Revelation, and many of the Psalms of David, were very consola- 
tory to him under his afflictions. On the first of June, a dear 
friend said to him, ‘* What a mercy to have a well grounded hope 
of your interest in the divine mercy,” He answered, ‘* Yes, what 
amercy !” After his friend bad engaged in prayer, he exclaimed, 
‘** Bless the Lord, bless the Lord, O my soul! What a mercy ! 
Lord, | will praise thee, for thou art worthy to be praised. <A 
short time before he died, it was observed to him, ‘‘ You are near 
your Father’s house :”’ he answered, ‘“* Yes,” with all the power 
dissolving nature could command. He was then asked if he was. 
still holding Christ fast, when, with a smile on his countenance, 
he bowed his head in reply; and in a few minutes afterwards, 
without a sigh, or groan, he sweetly fell asleep in the Lord. 

The event was improved in a Sermon preached on the occa- 
sion by the Rev. Mr. Ash, pastor of the Independent « hurch at 
Thatcham, from xxi Revelation, 4 verse, ® And God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow nor crying; neither shall there be any more pain,. 
for the former things are passed away.” Youth’s Mag. 

—f— 
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found. Isa. lv. 6. 
Begin, be bold, and venture to be wise! 
He who defers this work from day to day, 
Does on a river’s bank expecting stay, 
Till the whole stream that stopp’d him shall be gone, 
Which runs—and as it runs, for ever shall run on. 
Cowler; 


Anecdotes of Religious Tracts. 79 


Extract from the Plymouth Dock Ausiliary Tract Society. 


December 19th. 1816, 
We take this opportenity of informing you of some success 

that bas attended our distribution. Ihe traet entitled The Dairy- 
man’s Daughter happened to fall into the hands of a woman of 
notoriously wicked character; the title attracted her notice, and 
invited her perusal. She was frequently tempted to cast it from 
her, but 

“¢God moves in a mysterious way, 

‘* His wonders to perform.” 


She had read only three pages, when the scales drept from her 
eyes, and the veil was rent from her heart ; she was constrained 
to cry aloud for the disquietude of her soul ; she went on her way 
mourning for several weeks: but that God, who has promised to 
heal the broken-hearted, burst her bonds asunder, and sei her 
soul at liberty. She is now an humble follower of Jesus. and an 
ornament to the Christian religion ; she also bids fair for useful- 
ness in the church of Christ. ‘I'hus, Sir, we have seen one sinner, 
a second Magdalene, saved by grace :—let all the glory be ascri- 
bed to the Lord. 


From the Helston Auriliary Society. March 28th, 9817. 


I am happy to say the circulation of religious tracts in this neigh- 
bourhood has not been in vain. A pious minister being called to 
visit a poor aged sinner, on his death bed, after conversing and 
praying with him, left a few tracts for the use of the family. A 
lad, about seventeen years of age, who had formerly belonged to 
a Sunday School in Helston, but who was a wanderer from the 
fold of Christ, happened to take up one, entitled The History of 
Poor Joseph, and whilst he read, the Lord was pleased to enlighten 
his mind, to affect his heart, and to make him in earnest for his 
soul's salvation. He was led to pray for mercy, and the Lord 
had mercy on him. He found a refuge in Christ, and since that 
period has continued te adorn the gospel of God his Saviour in all 
things. 


From a Minister in the Scilly Islands. 


T resco, December 6th, 1816. 

A child who came to the Sunday School, a shockingly depraved 
little creature, continued to swear for several weeks after her ad- 
mission ; 1 gave her several Tracts, among which was Tig 
Swearer’s Prayer. She took them home, when her father in- 
quired, ‘** What have you got there—what are they about ?” The 
child said, “* You must not swear any more, father—nor you, 
grandfather ; for that took tells of men that were killed for swear- 
ing.” The wretched old wan burst into a violent fit of laughter, 
at the same time swearing that the vook should not be read in his 
hearing. The child’s father, however, read the Tract, and the 
Lord mercifully caused it to reach his heart : the next Lord’s day, 
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he went to the public worship of God,-which was rendered useful 
to him. ‘his excited the enmity of the old man against his son 
and myself, to a degree scarcely to be equalled by the mest har- 
dened sinner : he lived only fifteen days after his son’s conversion, 
which were spent in awful blasphemy against God and his saints. 
His death was remarkable. He went out into the fields, in the 
morning, to bind sheaves of corn, where he met with one of his 
sinful associates, who jomed him in ridiculing and abusing the con- 
verted Baptist, as they, termed his son; while thus engaged, the 
aged sinner fell against the hedge a ghastly corpse! 1 made a few 
remarks near the coffin, which the Holy Spirit appeared to apply 
to the hearts of the child, the mother, and the neighbour above- 
mentioned. Tracts are very useful here: Tue Daixyman’s 
Davae:iTer has been blessed in four mstances. Since | have been 
on this island, many have believed, through grace, to the salvation 
of their souls!” 
—_.+o-— 
Extract of a letter from Rev. J. C. Supper, Missionary at Batavia, 
dated 17th October, 1816. 

‘« By the blessing of God, I was enabled to erect here among 
the Chinese a Reading Society ; consisting of 60 persons, who are 
supplied with Tracts with the same contents 60 copies every 
month, which dear Mr. Milne sends to me regularly from Malacca, 
and when the 60 persons have read them, they give them to their 
brethren likewise to read them. I will not say, nor can I. that 
the Chinese are turned Christians ; but that they now already by 
these Tracts have become acquainted with Christianity, is a fact 
which no reasonable man can deny. I stick therefore to my 
opinion, that the Tract Society is preparing the way for the Mis- 
sionary and Bible Society.” 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


We have the pleasure to announce the following additional 
Auziliaries to the National Society. 

** The Bible Society of Washington College,” Virginia: Mr. 
James ‘I’. Piper, Secretary. 

** The Long Island B. S.”(N. Y.) A. Vansinderen, Esq. Presi- 
dent, Newtown ; Rev. Davia Bogert, Cor. Secr’y, Hempstead Har- 
bour. 

** The Ohio B. S.”—Gen. Rufus Putnam, President, Marietta ; 
Rev. Samuel f. Robbins, Cor. Secr’y. 

‘* The Charleston B. §.’’ South Carolina : Gen, Charles Cotes- 
worth Pinckney, President; Rev. Dr. A. Flinn, Cor. Seecr’y, 
Charleston. 

This addition makes the number of auxiliaries now known, to be 
One hundred and twelve. 


——t-—- 
The Female Bible Society of Charleston, have contributed two 
hhndred Dollars to the funds of the American Bible Society. 





